
&Heintz     Becker
A Law Firm Serving Accident Victims 941.748.2916

905 Sixth Ave. W.   •  Bradenton, FL 34205

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the newest issue of our firm newsletter. In it, you’ll find the 

latest information from our firm, community events, an educational 

and informative safety article and more.

 

While we are based in Bradenton, at Heintz & Becker, we are 

dedicated to representing victims of negligence throughout the state 

of Florida. With decades of experience on our side, we have 

developed a powerful philosophy that we employ in every personal 

injury and wrongful death case we handle: Meticulous Preparation + 

Aggressive Advocacy = Achieving Justice.

We also believe in providing you with safety information in the hopes 

that it will help you and your loved ones in the future.

 

To that end, this issue of our newsletter includes an article on 

motorcycle safety and some facts you need to know to help you stay 

out of danger.

 

Also in this issue, we are happy to announce the addition of a new 

legal secretary, Joyce Meyer. She comes to us after completing a 

program at MTI for legal administration. She is the mother of three 

boys and is also a former client.

If you have any legal questions or 

would like to speak with our firm, 

please visit us at heintzlaw com 

or call us at 941-748-2916.

Sincerely,

The Attorneys of Heintz & Becker
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Be smart. wear 
the right helmet.

In Florida, motorcyclists have the freedom to choose whether or 

not to wear a helmet. That said, motorcyclists who choose to wear 

a helmet need to be educated on what to look for when making 

such a purchase.

Novelty Vs. Certified
Novelty helmets are available in a wide variety of colors and 

styles and are extremely popular. Because they look like real 

motorcycle helmets, people may assume these helmets provide 

the same accident safety protection as a certified motorcycle 

helmet; however, novelty helmets don’t meet U.S. Department 

of Transportation safety standards, and in an accident, this may 

mean the difference between a minor injury and something more 

catastrophic.

One of the most common injuries experienced by a 

motorcyclist in an accident is an injury to the head. Even a 

minor concussion is considered a traumatic brain injury, which 

can increase a person’s risk of developing dementia and other 

problems with the brain later in life. Certified motorcycle helmets 

meet DOT safety standards and offer a degree of protection 

against skull fractures and brain injuries.

Now, contrast certified motorcycle helmets with novelty 

helmets; novelty helmets are typically cheaper, smaller, lighter 

and poorly padded. In order to fall outside of federal DOT 

jurisdiction and safety requirements, these helmets are sold as 

Personal Injury is all we do and we 

welcome the opportunity to help your 

friends, neighbors and relatives that 

may have been injured. 

WE APPRECIATE REFERRALS

If you need a lawyer for something other 

than personal injury, then feel free to call 

us and we will do our best to direct you 

to a lawyer that can help you.

LEGAL NEWS YOU CAN USE

The hiring of a lawyer is an important 

decision that should not be based solely 

on advertisements. Before you decide, 

ask us to send you free, written 

information about our qualifications

and experience or visit us online at 

www.HeintzLaw.com.
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novelty items intended to be worn to be 

cool and fashionable.

They also typically come with safety 

warnings and disclaimers, and since they 

are not labeled as motorcycle helmets, 

the DOT has no jurisdiction over them.

Meets Safety Standards
Once you decide on a helmet, make sure 

you start with fit. A good-fitting helmet 

that meets DOT standards is the most 

important piece of safety equipment a 

motorcycle rider can use. If you’re ever 

in a serious motorcycle crash, the best 

hope you have for protecting your head 

is a helmet.

According to the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), a 

non-helmeted motorcyclist is 40% more 

likely to suffer a fatal head injury in a 

crash. In choosing a helmet, look for the 

DOT label to make sure it meets DOT 

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. 

The Right Fit
A good fit is essential to getting the best 

head protection from your helmet, so 

before you buy, try on several styles and 

choose one that fits comfortably and 

snugly. 

Purchasing Power 
Buy from a reputable outlet with a 

knowledgeable staff that can help 

you judge the fit of your helmet and 

avoid buying one that is either too big 

or too small. Before making your final 

choice, wear the helmet for several 

minutes and make sure it really fits and 

is comfortable. Some helmet models 

have exchangeable cheek pads for 

better comfort if you find you need an 

adjustment.

Although there are many online 

vendors, it is just not a good idea to buy 

a helmet online because you can’t try it 

on and test the fit ahead of time.

Do I Need a Face Shield?
Some motorcycle helmets include face 

shields that offer protection from wind, 

rain, insects, dust, and flying debris. 

Face shields can hold in heat, so some 

riders find them uncomfortable in warm 

weather. If you choose to go without a 

face shield, be sure to purchase a good 

pair of goggles. Don’t rely on a regular 

pair of glasses, they won’t keep the wind 

out of your eyes and can easily blow off.

Once you’ve settled on the type and 

size of helmet you want, you will likely 

get to choose from a variety of colors 

and motifs. When making your selection, 

remember to “Ride Proud, Dress Loud” 

and choose bright colors and reflective 

materials that will help make you more 

visible to other motorists.

Finally, once you get your helmet, 

make sure to care for it in accordance 

with the manufacturer’s instructions and 

replace it should it become damaged.
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Novelty helmets don’t meet U.S. Department of 
Transportation safety standards, and in an accident, 
this may mean the difference between a minor injury 
and something more catastrophic.

Upcoming Events

We are once again proud to 

sponsor the 2014 Big Brother Big 

Sisters (of the Suncoast) Big Car 

Show. This event will take place on 

March 1 at Bradenton Riverwalk. 

For more information, visit 

www.bbbssun.org.

Heintz & Becker is proud to 

sponsor the DeSoto Heritage 

Festival Seafood Fest in Palmetto, 

scheduled for April 4-6, which 

this year, will celebrate the 75th 

anniversary of DeSoto’s landing. 

We are excited to once again 

support the society, which raises 

money in conjunction with the 

Conquistador Historical Foundation 

to support local charities, such as 

the Early Learning Coalition, the 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Manatee 

Co, Manasota Operation Troop 

Support (MOTS), Toys for Tots, 

Manasota Lighthouse for the Blind, 

Feeding Empty Little Tummies 

(FELT), and college scholarships 

for local youth, among other 

nonprofits.
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Heintz & Becker 

905 Sixth Ave. W. 

Bradenton, FL 34205 

Phone: 941-748-2916 

Fax: 941-746-4281

     fb.me/HeintzBeckerlaw

     @heintzbeckerlaw

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Premises Liability

Defective Products

Medical Malpractice

Serious Injuries

Children’s Injuries

Victims of Drunk Drivers

Motorcycle Injuries

Steven E. Heintz
Board Certified 
Civil Trial Lawyer

David S. Becker
Board Certified 
Civil Trial Lawyer

905 Sixth Ave. W., Bradenton, FL 34205

Serving the State of Florida including Bradenton, Sarasota, Palmetto, Samoset, Parrish, 
Ellenton, Venice, Englewood, Manatee County and Sarasota County, Florida. 
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